Journal ofthe Royal Society of Medicine Volume 72 May 1979 meniscus forward or by trying to pull it anteriorly with a needle or hook. The authors also suggest that an 'excessively wavy inner border' points to a posterior horn tear. Although a prominent posterior horn can be an indication of peripheral detachment, I have not previously associated an increased waviness with this lesion, and possibly it is a useful sign.
The pendulum of enthusiasm for arthroscopy has probably swung its full extent, although some would take it further with perarthroscopic menisectomy. There is no doubt that its value in knee surgery has been established, but it does have limitations and its complementary role with arthrography requires better definition. This vast work contains 152 chapters, articles or essays by 109different authors. Most of these, like the four editors, are from the University of Maryland; a minority are from universities and institutions elsewhere in the USA; and only four are from other countries. The six volumes are written for general physicians and medical students and not for psychiatrists. That aim may help to explain why a 'modern textbook of psychiatry' should devote barely 60 pages to all aspects of schizophrenia. The doctor-patient relationship, on the other hand, occupies 140 pages and the psychology of women 60 pages.
The first two volumes ('Dimensions of Behaviour' and 'The Behavioural and Social Sciences and the Practice of Medicine') contain 'contributions of all the disciplines that are relevant to the behavioural, psychological, social and humanistic aspects of medicine', and chapters papers accepted for publication. I regard acceptance of such a paper by a reputable journal as an adequate reward in itself. What is important is that medical authors should be adequately paid for other work, such as writing books, invited papers, leading articles and reviews.
The Society of Authors, 84 Drayton Gardens, London SWlO, has comprehensive legal and advisory services available to its 3000 or so members, who pay an entrance fee of £10 and £18 annual subscription, which are allowable against income tax. Medical authors have special problems because they are mostly part-time writers and easy to exploit.
The Society of Authors has set up an Action Committee to form a medical writer's group within the Society. This group would include existing members of the Society and invite applications from authors in the medical profession who have already published books and articles. Associate membership will be considered by this Committee for those who are at the outset of their writing careers. Yours faithfully RICHARD SCHILLING 8 February 1979 in them deal with a wide range of topics; for instance: epistemology, general systems theory, body-mind problems, ethology, research design, cultural anthropology, communications theory learning theory, linguistics and theories of personality development. The scope, then, is impressive and the reader's task both unfamiliar and exacting. The quality of writing is most uneven. Some chapters -for example, L Wurmser on the history and development of psychological thinking in medicine; G Balis on systems theory, von Bertalanffy and biosystems; and H Gross on the development of human communication -are outstanding. Complicated ideas are expressed lucidly and with great skill. Other authors, however, verge on the unreadable. Volume 3 ('Basic Psychopathology') tackles psychopathology, a term which, in keeping with the authors' allegiance to a 'biopsychosocial' model, has a much wider meaning than it would be given in the UK. The book contains sections on definitions of normality and pathology, on medical and other models, on attachment and maternal deprivation, on neurochemical mechanisms in the
